
Polar bear (Ursus maritimus)


Interesting fact:

The polar bear is the largest living land carnivore. It has non-retractable claws that function like ice picks, and the soles of its feet act like suction cups so that it can easily walk on ice.

What do I eat?

The polar bear hunts mainly seals, but it also feeds on other marine mammals, seabirds and even other terrestrial mammal species, such as the Arctic fox. 

Threatened? 

Polar bears are threatened by hunting and poaching, climate change, habitat loss, and pollution. 


Arctic wolf (Canis lupus arctos)

Interesting fact: 

The Arctic wolf is a subspecies of the grey wolf, which is the largest wild canid (the dog family). Grey wolves usually live in packs, with a dominant breeding pair. 

What do I eat?

Wolves prey mostly on large ungulates, such as moose, reindeer, deer, elk and wild boar, but will also eat smaller animals, livestock, carrion and even berries.

Threatened?

Wolves have been historically persecuted, hunted and trapped for their fur. They are also threatened in some parts of their range by habitat loss and fragmentation. 


Snowy owl (Bubo scandiaca)

Interesting fact: 

The white feathers of the snowy owl provide excellent camouflage against the snow. Male snowy owls are nearly pure white, while females are marked with dark bars.

What do I eat? 

The snowy owl mainly eats small mammals, especially lemmings, but will also eat birds as large as geese, as well as fish, amphibians, insects, crustaceans and carrion. 

Threatened?

Snowy owls are not threatened, although hunting and harvesting does occur, and some owls die from collision with vehicles, power lines or aircraft. Climate change could become a more serious threat to this species in the future. 


Arctic fox (Vulpes lagopus)

Interesting fact: 

The dense, woolly coat of the Arctic fox has some of the best insulative properties of all mammals, helping it to survive at temperatures of -50 degrees Celsius in the wild.

What do I eat? 

The Arctic fox feeds almost exclusively on lemmings, although it will also scavenge for food and is even known to prey on live seal pups living in chambers beneath the snow.

Threatened?

In the past, the Arctic fox was heavily hunted and exploited for its beautiful fur. Other threats include pollution, disease and climate change.


Reindeer (Rangifer tarandus)

Interesting fact: 

Reindeer are the only deer species in which both males and females have antlers. In North America, reindeer undertake an annual 5,000 km migration to the Arctic, the furthest migration of any land mammal.

What do I eat? 

Reindeer feed mainly on lichens, mosses, herbs, ferns and grasses, as well as shoots and leaves of trees and shrubs.
Threatened? 

Oil exploration, development and poaching threaten the reindeer in some areas of its range. Habitat loss, disturbance from winter sports and hybridisation with domestic reindeer may also cause problems for reindeer populations. 


Norway lemming (Lemmus lemmus)
Interesting Fact: 

Lemmings experience massive population fluctuations every 2-5 years. When numbers are high, food becomes scarce, forcing the lemmings to migrate. Many lemmings die during the migration, causing a dramatic population crash. 
What do I eat? 

Lemmings feed mostly on leaves and shoots, grasses, mosses and sedges, but also on roots and bulbs. They will occasionally eat grubs and larvae.
Threatened? 

The Norway lemming is not currently threatened, but climate change could pose a serious threat to this species in future. 


Muskox (Ovibos moschatus)

Interesting Fact: 

The muskox is supposedly named after a characteristic musky odour produced by the male during the rut.

What do I eat? 

The muskox feeds mainly on grasses and sedges, as well as browse such as willow and crowberry. 

Threatened? 

The muskox has long been exploited for its meat, hide, horns and fur, as well as its extremely soft underfur, known as ‘qiviut’. The muskox is likely to come under increasing threat in the future due to the combined impacts of global warming and increasing human activity in the Arctic.


Arctic hare (Lepus arcticus)

Interesting Fact: 

The Arctic hare is one of the world’s largest hares. It has relatively small ears which help reduce heat loss in cold conditions, and its paws are padded with thick, coarse fur to stop it sinking into the snow. 

What do I eat? 

The Arctic hare eats mainly plants, including the Arctic willow, grasses, herbs, berries, buds, shrubs and lichens. It may also eat small animals and carrion. 

Threatened? 

The Arctic hare is threatened by habitat loss and hunting in some areas. Climate change is also likely to impact this species in the future. 


Lichen 

Interesting fact:

A lichen is a ‘composite organism’: a fungus and either an alga (a simple plant) or a cyanobacterium (bacteria that can photosynthesise), which live together symbiotically (both species benefit each other).
What do I eat?

Algae and cyanobacteria are photosynthetic, turning carbon dioxide into sugars for both organisms, while water and mineral nutrients are taken from the atmosphere. The fungus also provides minerals that it obtains from the substrate on which it grows.
Threatened?

All lichens are very sensitive to environmental pollution, and can also be affected by grazing and trampling.


Grass (family Poaceae)

Interesting fact:

Grass, unlike other plants, grows from its roots, rather than its tips. It is a very important food source, and in the wet season the grasslands of the African savanna can feed huge herds of plant-eating animals, such as zebra and wildebeest.

What do I eat?

Grass obtains the energy it needs by absorbing sunlight, water and carbon dioxide and turning it into sugars and oxygen - a process known as photosynthesis.

Threatened? 

Grass is not currently threatened.
