
Antarctic krill (Euphausia superba)
Interesting fact:

Antarctic krill are tiny, shrimp-like crustaceans. Krill play a crucial role in the food chain as the main prey for a wide variety of predators, including fish, penguins, seals and whales.
What do I eat?

Tiny aquatic organisms called phytoplankton.
Threatened? 
Despite being one of the most abundant species in Antarctica, krill are declining due to climate change and overfishing. As the main food source for many Antarctic species, declining krill populations could have a severe knock-on effect on the whole Antarctic ecosystem.

Blackfin icefish (Chaenocephalus aceratus)
Interesting fact: 

Blackfin icefish belong to a group of species so called because of their pale skin colour. Icefish are the only group of vertebrates (animals with a backbone) that do not have red blood cells. Blackfin icefish also have antifreeze proteins in their blood, which stop them from freezing in the icy-cold waters of the Antarctic.
What do I eat?

Krill and other fish.
Threatened?

Blackfin icefish are sometimes caught as bycatch in commercial krill fisheries.
Blue whale (Balaenoptera musculus)
Interesting fact: 
Blue whales are the largest animals in the world, being almost as big as Boeing 737’s and even larger than the dinosaurs. The blue whale’s heart alone is actually around the size of a Volkswagen Beetle!
What do I eat? 
Blue whales feed mainly on krill.
Threatened?
Blue whales were hunted so fiercely during the 1900s that the Antarctic population plummeted by as much as 97%. Commercial whaling is now banned, but the remaining blue whale population is very small and vulnerable to other threats including ship strikes, pollution and net entanglement.

Emperor penguin (Aptenodytes forsteri)
Interesting fact: 

Emperor penguins are the largest of all penguin species, standing over a metre tall. They breed during the Antarctic’s harsh winter, when temperatures plummet to -60°C and wind speeds reach 200 km per hour.
What do I eat? 
Emperor penguins are excellent swimmers, feeding on fish, squid and krill which they hunt in the open sea or in gaps in the sea ice.
Threatened?
Climate change poses the biggest threat to emperor penguins and may reduce the extent of the Antarctic sea ice on which emperor penguins breed, which could result in the penguin population declining by as much as 95% by 2100.
Crabeater seal (Lobodon carcinophaga)
Interesting fact: 
Crabeater seals are the most abundant seal species and one of the most numerous large mammals on earth. Contrary to their name, crabeater seals do not actually eat crabs. Instead they feed almost exclusively on krill which they sieve out of the water using their highly specialised lobed teeth.
What do I eat? 
Mainly krill.
Threatened? 
Crabeater seals’ heavy dependence on krill may place them at risk in the future because of the growing demand for krill by commercial fisheries. Crabeater seals may also be affected by climate change, tourism and disease. 

South polar skua (Catharacta maccormicki)
Interesting Fact: South polar skuas are fierce predators. They sometimes display ‘kleptoparasitism’, a pirate-like behaviour in which they chase and bully other birds during flight in an attempt to steal their food. 
What do I eat? South polar skuas will raid the colonies of penguins and seabirds for their eggs and chicks, and will also scavenge for carrion. They also feed on fish, mollusc, squid and krill. 
Threatened? South polar skuas are not currently threatened, although they may be at risk from oil spills and other environmental disasters due to their close association with fishing vessels. 

Leopard seal (Hydrurga leptonyx)
Interesting Fact: Leopard seals are formidable hunters with exceptionally long, menacing canine teeth which are adapted for seizing their prey. In addition to these fearsome canines, leopard seals also have an unusual set of interlocking molars which are used to sieve krill from the water. 
What do I eat? Leopard seals are remarkable predators and will routinely hunt penguins and even other seals. In addition to these larger prey species, a large part of the diet is made up of krill, fish, squid, seabirds and occasionally whale carcasses.
Threatened? Although leopard seals are not currently considered threatened, tourism, disease, krill harvesting and climate change may all have an impact on this species’ populations in the future.  

Orca (Orcinus orca)
Interesting Fact: Also known as killer whales, orcas are the world’s largest predators of warm-blooded animals. They are highly intelligent and have developed a wide range of remarkable hunting techniques, often working together to herd their prey before striking. Orcas will even launch coordinated attacks on whales that might be even bigger than themselves! 
What do I eat? Orcas hunt marine mammals including seals, sea lions, dolphins, sea otters and even whales. They also prey on fish, squid, octopuses, sea turtles and seabirds.  
Threatened? Orcas are particularly vulnerable to the effects of marine pollution, oil spills and disturbance from boats and turbines. In some areas, orcas may still be targeted by whaling operations or accidentally caught in trawl and driftnet fisheries. 

