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       Classroom Space                     Life on Mars?


An Ancient Martian?





Is this what an ancient Martian looked like?  The tube-like form on the above highly magnified image was believed by some to be a fossil of a simple Martian organism that lived over 3.6 Billion years ago. An alien like this could hardly have been less intimidating as its fossil measures less than 1/100th of the width of a human hair.  

Research indicates that the meteorite that housed this potential fossil left Mars during a huge impact about 16 million years ago and fell to Earth’s Antarctica only 13.000 years ago. The meteorite was discovered in an area called Alan Hills in 1984 and is known as ALH84001.  Evidence to support this claim of early Martian life included organic molecules and mineral features characteristic of biological activity found in the meteorite. 
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