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VISUALIZING YOUR ARKIVE SCHOOL MUSEUM
Teachers’ Notes
Who is it for? 
11-14 year olds
How long will it take?
This activity is designed as a one hour session
Learning outcomes:    Students discover connections between their exhibits using their knowledge of biological concepts
 and endangered species. They learn how to use museum design strategies to interpret and communicate these concepts to visitors
, identify the location of their exhibits, and plan the visitor flow through the museum. By evaluating their exhibit designs against a museum checklist, students exercise judgement, decision-making and refinement skills.
What do you need? 

· Computer connected to a whiteboard or projector
· Visualizing Your ARKive School Museum Classroom Presentation
· Index cards
Summary:
In this session, students learn and apply various strategies used in organizing museum exhibitions including perceiving, demonstrating, and interpreting information, and categorizing and titling information.  
Students learn design strategies that help museum visitors interpret key exhibit concepts. These design elements create the interdisciplinary resources that help student curators decide: how visitors move through the exhibitions; position the exhibits and activities; use technology; write and illustrate signs and labels; and, chose colors. Successfully implemented, these design elements engage visitors in acts of discovery through which they learn. 
Preparation guidelines:
· Read through these notes and the Visualizing Your ARKive School Museum Classroom Presentation. 
· Conduct these activities in a room large enough for students to stand in a circle.
How to run the session:
1. Begin with the Visualizing Your ARKive School Museum Classroom Presentation explaining that similar to a professional museum, an ARKive School Museum is comprised of a series of exhibitions. Students will experiment with placing their exhibits in different positions to determine the most effective arrangements – an arrangement that clearly and logically communicates and engages visitors in information about endangered species facts and issues.  

2. Students write the titles of their exhibit and activities on the index cards. Write one title per index card.  

3. Students then stand in a circle holding their titled cards. The students’ circle needs to surround an open space large enough to place all of their cards on the floor inside the circle. 
4. Select one student and explain how as an endangered species and museum design expert, they need to identify which exhibits connect with their own. Suggest connections such as species classification, habitat, conservation threats, a prey or predator, threatened or endangered status, country of origin, etc. Indicate that you’re using the word connect to encourage multiple possibilities, and that you’re not using the word “match”, which limits possible connections.
a. Students briefly describe the theme or topic that their exhibit illustrates, as s/he places their card on the floor in the middle of the circle.
b. Encourage the remaining students to think about a connection between their exhibit and the initial exhibit. When they do, students should place their card on the floor next to the original. 
c. Once all cards are placed, ask the students that placed each one to explain their biodiversity fact or issue connection.  
d. The exercise can be repeated to explore the many different types of connections that can be found, which also represents the multiple ways that people perceive information.

5. Once all the cards are on the floor and students agree on a final series of logical connections between the exhibits, ask students to explain their solutions to the following problem-solving strategies:  
a. Where could the entrance to this Museum be located? Put the entrance in front of the first exhibit you would want visitors to see, or the activity you would most like them to participate in.  

b. Do visitors need to experience the exhibits in a particular sequence in order for their information to make sense? If yes, in what sequence would they rearrange the exhibitions? 
c. What endangered species knowledge are visitors expected to have learned as a result of experiencing these exhibitions in this order? How does changing the sequence of the arranged exhibitions affect learning the biodiversity content?
6. Note the final decisions the students have made for the layout of the ARKive School Museum and reference this when installing student exhibits. 
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