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ANIMAL CLASSES 
 

KEY STAGE(S): 2 SUBJECT(S): Science 

TOPIC: Animals LANGUAGE LEVEL: New to English - Competent 

 

 RESOURCE CONTENTS 

• Animal sorting cards  

• Animal classes information  

• Classes of animal matching cards  

• Clues  
 

 CURRICULUM OBJECTIVES 
 

• To be able to group different animals into classes  
 

Language functions Useful Language 

Identifying • Simple present: It is a/an … 

Describing • It lives in … It has … It eats … It can/can’t … It is a/an 
… 

• Camels have … Eagles can … 

Justifying • This is a __________ because it … 

Vocabulary 

Animals: a shark, a trout, a goldfish, an angel fish, a camel, a lion, a chimpanzee, a rabbit, 

a snake, a crocodile, a lizard, a komodo dragon, a pigeon, a sparrow, an owl, a penguin, a 

frog, a newt, a toad, a salamander, a fly, a bee, a dragonfly, a butterfly. 

Classes: mammal, reptile, fish, bird, insect, amphibian. 

Other key vocabulary: warm/cold blooded, scales, feathers, fur, fins, tails, to breathe, to 

give birth, to lay eggs, wings, to slither, milk, in water, out of water, divided, antennae, 

sections, to fly. 

 
 

 PREPARATION 
 

• Make the animal sorting cards by printing them out as two-to-a-page handouts and 
cutting them into four. 6 sets are required for the whole class. These can be laminated 
for re-use.  

• Make the Classes of animal matching cards in the same way (6 sets required for the 

whole class).  

• Print out the Clues document for learners requiring additional support  

• Print out the Animal Classes Information. The information can be laminated for re-use.  
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IDEAS FOR USING THE RESOURCE 

Information exchange: jigsaw activity 

1. Arrange the class into 6 groups 

2. Using the Animal Classes Information resource, give each group the information 
about one class (e.g. mammals) and the corresponding concept map to complete. 

3. Target learners should work in groups with learners who share a first language who 
can help them translate the key words into learners’ first language and fill in the 
table. 

4. Re-organise the class into groups so that each group contains at least one learner 
who has read the information about each of the 6 classes of animal described, i.e. 
one learner who has looked at mammals, one who has looked at reptiles etc. 

5. Give each of the new groups a set of the Classes of Animal cards and ask them to 
match the class of animal with the description of that class. 

6. When the group has completed this task, give them a set of the Animal Sorting cards 
and ask them to group the animals appropriately, e.g. group the mammals together. 

7. Model the language you would like the learners to use: ‘Lions are mammals because 
they …’’ 

 

 DIFFERENTIATION FOR SUPPORT AND CHALLENGE 

Support 

• Allow adequate time for New to English or Early Acquisition EAL learners to translate 
names of animals and key words using tables provided. 

• Give New to English or Early Acquisition EAL learners the printout of the Clues 

worksheet to support them in taking part in the sorting activity. 

Challenge 

• Ask learners to research online to find more animals to fit into each category. 

• Groups of learners could research one of the topics from the concept map (blood, habitat 
or food), make a poster showing what they have learned, e.g. which animals are warm-
blooded and which are cold-blooded, and do an oral presentation of their findings to the 
rest of the class.  
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a shark a trout 

  

a camel a lion 

  

a snake a crocodile 

  

a pigeon a sparrow 

 

 

 

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/5/59/Caribbean_reef_shark.jpg
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Gulf_Crayfish_Snake.jpg
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a frog a newt 

  

a fly a bee 

  

a chimpanzee a rabbit 

  

an owl a penguin 
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a goldfish an angel fish 

  

a toad a salamander 

  

a lizard a komodo dragon 

  

a dragonfly a butterfly 
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Keywords 

English Translate  English Translate 

Mammal 

 

 to breathe  

Reptile 

 

 to give birth  

Fish 

 

 to lay eggs  

Bird 

 

 wings  

Insect 

 

 to slither  

warm blooded  

 

 milk  

cold blooded  

 

 in water  

Scales 

 

 out of water  

Feathers 

 

 divided  

Fur 

 

 antennae  

Fins 

 

 sections  

Tails 

 

 to fly  
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Fish 

Fish are animals that live in water. They are covered in scales and they 

have fins and tails. They are cold blooded. They lay eggs.  

They breathe through their gills, which means they can breathe under 

water. They can’t live outside water. 

Different fish eat different food. For example, sharks and tuna fish eat 

other fish, parrotfish and surgeon fish eat plants and piranhas and 

catfish are omnivores. 
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Food Blood 

Habitat Other information 

Fish 
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Mammals 

Mammals are animals that are warm-blooded. They are usually covered 

with have fur. They give birth to live young and feed them milk. They use 

their lungs to breathe air so they can’t breathe under water.  

Some mammals are omnivores, for example chimpanzees, badgers, 

mice and bears. Others, like cows, sheep and deer, only eat plants. 

There are also some mammals that only eat meat, such as lions and 

wolves. 
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Food Blood 

Habitat Other information 

Mammals 
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Reptiles 

These animals are cold-blooded. They are covered in scales and some 

of them do not have legs so they slither. They breathe air and lay eggs. 

A lot of reptiles eat smaller animals, fish, birds and insects and some 

swallow their prey whole. Some also eat fruit and plants and a few eat 

only plants.  
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Food Blood 

Habitat Other information 

Reptiles 
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Birds 

These animals have wings, feathers, a beak and no teeth. Most of them 

can fly. They are warm-blooded. They lay eggs and breathe air. 

Most birds will eat a range of different food, for example worms, berries, 

seeds, insects, fish, dead animals, nuts and eggs. 
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Food Blood 

Habitat Other information 

Birds 
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Amphibians 

These animals can breathe and live both in and out of water. They 

usually have smooth skin that needs to be kept moist. They are cold-

blooded. They lay eggs that don’t have shells. 

Adult amphibians eat meat, for example slugs, worms, insects, snails 

and spiders. 
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Food Blood 

Habitat Other information 

Amphibians 
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Insects 

These are very small animals with six legs. Their bodies are divided into 

three sections.  Most of them have wings and can fly. 

About half of all insects eat only plants. Caterpillars, for example, eat 

leaves. Some insects, for example wasps, eat meat. Insects like 

mosquitos and lice are parasites and feed on live animals. 
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Food Blood 

Habitat Other information 

Insects 
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These animals live in water. 

They are covered in scales and 

they have fins and tails. They 

are cold blooded. They cannot 

breathe outside of water. 

 

These animals have fur and 

they are warm-blooded. They 

give birth to their young and 

feed them milk. They breathe 

air. 

 

These animals are cold-

blooded. They are covered in 

scales and some of them do not 

have legs so they slither. They 

breathe air and lay eggs. 

 

These animals have wings, 

feathers, a beak and no teeth. 

Most of them can fly. They are 

warm-blooded. They lay eggs 

and breathe air. 
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These animals can breathe and 

live both in and out of water. 

They are cold-blooded. They lay 

eggs. 

 

These are very small animals 

with six legs. Their bodies are 

divided into three sections.  

Most of them have wings. 
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Camels are warm-blooded. Snakes do not have legs. Trout are covered in 
scales. 

 

  

 

Lions feed milk to their 
young. 

Sharks live in water. Rabbits have fur. 

 

 

 

 

Owls lay eggs and can fly. Frogs can breathe in air or 
water. 

Chimpanzees breathe air. 

   

 

 
 

Goldfish have fins and a tail. Newts live in and out of 
water. 

Lizards are covered in 
scales. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Gulf_Crayfish_Snake.jpg
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Komodo dragons breathe 

air and lay eggs. 

Bees’ bodies are in 3 

sections. 

Angel fish can only breathe 

under water. 

   

 

  

Penguins have wings. Flies are very small. Salamanders live in and out 
of water. 

   

 
  

Toads can breathe under 
water. 

Sparrows have feathers. Dragonflies have six legs. 

   

   

Butterflies have wings. Pigeons can fly. Crocodiles breathe air. 
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• Camel: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:07._Camel_Profile,_near_Silverton,_NSW,_07.07.2007.jpg By John 
O’Neill https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/User:Jjron  Available under Wikimedia Commons. For more information 
see https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Main_Page 

• Snake: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Coast_Garter_Snake.jpg By Steve Jurvetson 
https://www.flickr.com/people/44124348109@N01. Available under CCO 2.0 via Flikr. For more information 
see https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/ 

• Lion: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Lion_waiting_in_Namibia.jpg  By Kevin Pluck 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/27109510@N00 Available under CCO 2.0 via Flikr.  For more information see 
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/ 

• Shark: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:White_shark.jpg By Terry Goss 
https://terrygoss.ifp3.com/#/page/home/ Available under GUN free documentation licence. For more 
information see  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/GNU_Free_Documentation_License 

• Bee: https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Honey_bee_(Apis_mellifera).jpg By Charles J Sharp  

• https://www.sharpphotography.co.uk/ Available under CCO Share Alik. For more information see  
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/deed.en 

• Crocodile: https://pixnio.com/fauna-animals/reptiles-and-amphibians/alligators-and-crocodiles-

pictures/saltwater-crocodile  By Pixnio.com (exact author unknown). https://pixnio.com/. Available under 
public domain. For more information see https://creativecommons.org/licenses/publicdomain/ 

• Frog: https://www.flickr.com/photos/chodhound/7866395280 By Adrian Scottow 
https://www.flickr.com/photos/chodhound/. Available under CCO 2.0. For more information see 
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/2.0/ 

• Pigeon: https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:A_Pigeon.jpg By Alexander 
https://www.flickr.com/people/12621630@N05 Available under CCO 2.0. For more information see 
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/deed.en 

• Fly: https://www.goodfreephotos.com/animals/bugs/close-up-of-a-fly.jpg.php By David Freeman on Good 
Free Photos. Available under CCO public domain. For more information see 
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/publicdomain/ 

• Trout: https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Salmo_trutta.jpg By Eric Engbretson for U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service. Available under USFWS policy (public domain). For more information see 
https://www.fws.gov/faq/imagefaq.html  

• Newt: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Newt#/media/File:Taricha_torosa,_Napa_County,_CA.jpg By Connor 

Long https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/User:Connorlong90 Available under GNU Free Documentation License. 
For more information see 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Text_of_the_GNU_Free_Documentation_License 

• Rabbit: https://pixabay.com/photos/rabbit-bunny-pet-cute-isolated-740621/ By Cristty 
https://pixabay.com/users/cristty-868745/ Available under Pixabay licence. For more information see 
https://pixabay.com/service/license/ 

• Chimpanzee: https://www.flickr.com/photos/tambako/6262869136  By Tambako The Jaguar 
https://www.flickr.com/photos/tambako/ Available under CCO 2.0. For more information see 
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nd/2.0/ 

• Owl: https://www.flickr.com/photos/rogerlew/28584104112 By Roger Lew. Available under CCO 2.0. For 

more information see https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/ 

• Penguin: https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Emperor_Penguin_Manchot_empereur.jpg By Samuel 
Blanc https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/User:Ehquionest  Available under CCO 3.0. For more information 
see https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/deed.en 

• Goldfish: https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Goldfish_1.jpg By Issam Barhoumi 
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/User:IssamBarhoumi Available under CCO 4.0. For more information 
see https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/deed.en 

• Angel fish: https://www.publicdomainpictures.net/en/view-image.php?image=57048&picture=angelfish By 

Lilla Frerichs https://www.publicdomainpictures.net/en/browse-author.php?a=44480 . Available under CCO 
1.0 public domain. For more information see https://creativecommons.org/publicdomain/zero/1.0/ 

• Toad: https://pixabay.com/photos/toad-frog-frog-pond-high-amphibian-3789845/ By Paula Paulsen 
https://pixabay.com/users/paulapaulsen-4174329/ Available under Pixabay licence. For more information 
see https://pixabay.com/service/license/ 

• Salamander: https://pixabay.com/photos/fire-salamander-salamander-animal-293324/ By Stefan Hoffmann 
https://pixabay.com/users/stefanhoffmann-152440/ Available under Pixabay licence. For more information 
see https://pixabay.com/service/license/ 
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• Lizard: https://www.flickr.com/photos/goingslo/14507128426 By Linda Tanner 
https://www.flickr.com/photos/goingslo/ Available under  CCO 2.0. For more information see 
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/ 

• Komodo dragon: 
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Komodo_dragon_(Varanus_komodoensis)_on_Pulau_Rindja_-
_Indonesia_20.jpg By Thomas Fuhrmann https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/User:Snowmanstudios 
Available under CCO 4.0. For more information see https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/deed.en 

• Dragonfly: https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:A_Dragonfly.jpg By He is sunny. Available under CCO 

4.0. For more information see https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/deed.en 

• Butterfly: https://www.flickr.com/photos/usdagov/22548794257 USDA NRCS photo by Gene Barickman. 
Available under CCO 2.0. For more information see https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/. 
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