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[bookmark: _GoBack]“…Working with Solutions for the Planet in the West Midlands is a great opportunity for mutual learning, creating fresh ideas and providing young people with real-life business experience whilst giving them an insight into the incredible breadth of career opportunities on offer in our industry.“ Dr Martyn Kenny, Sustainability Director, Tarmac

Solutions for the Planet (S4TP) specialise in connecting businesses with schools in their local communities to solve social, environmental and economic challenges. As a social enterprise, S4TP deliver an award-winning programme in North England & Scotland, the South East and the West Midlands; with scope to expand to new regions in 2018.
Solving big challenges needs Big Ideas. Solutions for the Planet creates environments that bring together experience and imagination, inspiring new ways of thinking and ideas by connecting experienced minds from business and enquiring minds from schools.
What is S4TP?

Solutions for the Planet forms partnerships with businesses and schools empowering young people to generate innovative and creative solutions to problems of sustainability. Currently our main project is called 'The S4TP Big Ideas Competition.” It starts with local ‘Big Ideas Days’ where groups of students explore sustainability issues and identify problems. They then start to work in groups to devise solutions. The groups of students, aged 11-14, are mentored by staff from business partner companies who facilitate them to generate their creative solutions.  Following scrutiny by an expert panel the competition ends with regional winners presenting at the finals in the Houses of Parliament. These are hosted by a cross-party group of MPs. An extension to the main programme supports some projects to be carried forward towards practical implementation.
[image: ]Solutions for the Planet generates motivation to learn about science, technology, engineering, maths and environmental issues backed up by companies that are leading in these fields internationally. Entrepreneurship, teamwork, business planning and presentation skills are also central to the whole programme. Developing sustained partnerships with major employers in the local community has also been a valuable part of the programme for all the schools involved so far. 

In 2016-17, the programme involved over 3,500 young people from more than 20 schools, with 80+ business mentors providing over 1000 hours of their time, supporting young people to develop their ideas, skills and knowledge around STEM, sustainability and entrepreneurship.
“The ‘Solutions for the Planet’ programme has changed my life. I have the confidence to stand up in places like the Palace of Westminster … and I know now how to write a business plan! I really believe now that I can make a difference, and that my ideas are worth listening to.”  Year 8 Student from Park Lane High School, Halifax
How becoming a S4TP school partner could add value to your students and teachers:
· Promotes cross-curricular work on society, the economy and the environment and offers opportunities linking with the National Curriculum in England and Wales and the National Curriculum Scotland.
· Excellent prospects to work with a large network of business experts and to make links for future collaboration and improving job opportunities
· Delivers high quality learning by setting challenging tasks that extend previous knowledge, skills and understanding of students
· Promotes a wide range of cross-curricular skills and encourages curiosity, enthusiasm and builds learning power
· Success in increasing students’ self-confidence and their ability to be independent learners, creative thinkers, and team workers  
· Enables students’ spiritual, moral, social and cultural development
· Promotes positive behaviour towards, and respect for other young people and adults.  Helps build Personal, Learning and Thinking Skills (PLTS)
· Delivers a range of high-quality teaching strategies which motivate, enthuse and engage students of all abilities
· Supports schools in raising student aspirations and brings about positive change in the school community
· Supports the development of leadership capacity and high professional standards 
Get involved!
We deliver the programme with Key Stage 3 (in England) and S1 to S3 (in Scotland) students in schools across North England & Scotland (Leeds, Bradford, Newcastle & Glasgow), the South East (London Borough of Newham, Kent and Portsmouth) and the West Midlands (Wolverhampton, Solihull and Birmingham).
We have spaces for new schools to join the programme in September 2017.  
“Solutions for the Planet have provided excellent resources and support, starting off with a training day for staff involved, and maintaining regular communications throughout.  I thoroughly recommend the project; we are preparing students for the world of work, and having an opportunity to work alongside industry professionals is an interesting and engaging way to do this” 
Rowena Bailey, Community and Trust Liaison Coordinator, Lyndon School 

“This programme raised the profile of the whole school in the community, increased student confidence and self-esteem.  Furthermore, it brilliantly supports Every Child Matters, business education and enterprise, citizenship, work-related learning, curriculum enrichment, out of school hours and cross curriculum working.  But most importantly it inspires both students and teachers…” 
Peter Harrison, Head of CDT, Ingleton Middle SchoolFor further information or an informal discussion about the programme please contact 
Jen Baughan, CEO 
jen@solutionsfortheplanet.co.uk or 07912228068
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